Th-o

DAN BOTEZATU

(1931 - 2012)

O 5% of March 2012 a remarkable sci-
Tl entist, but also a special person past
away from us. Dr. Dan Botezatu was an encyclo-
pedic specialist, with very strong knowledge about
the ancient environment, flora and fauna but also
about the human beings of the past. Whenever he
was asked something, with his gift of speech he
could create a fascinating image about what hap-
pened in remote periods. If he was addressed by
nonspecialists, he could even make a kind of cap-
tivating story that would help those people to un-
derstand things.

Given his knowledge, he could be easily distin-
guished from other scientists. Probably, his ad-
vantage was that he worked for some time in the
Museum of National History from lasi. But many
people had such an activity and still, they could
not give so many details about one thing, without a
previous documentation.

ALEXANDRA COMSA

On the other hand, he was a kind and sensitive
person, always willing to be close to those in need.
It was not necessary to tell him that you were in a
difficult situation... he would come and offer to give
you a helping hand.

I met himin 1990, when, as an young anthropolo-
gist, | went to lasi for making a documentation and
training at the Section of Anthropology, which had
at that time a very strong and imposing collective
of specialists, coordinated by Olga Necrasov, who
made a very rigorous selection of personnel and
established clear and very high standards of work
for everybody. Dr. Dan Botezatu was formed under
the influence of Academician Olga Necrasov who
was also an anthropological school founder. Sub-
sequently, he worked with Dr. Maria Cristescu, to-
gether with other colleagues that created together
the strong team of the Section of Anthropological
Studies in lasi. Dr. Maria Cristescu was the disciple
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of Academician Olga Necrasov and succeeded her
at the leadership of the Section. As Academician
Olga Necrasov was the first anthropologist trained
as such and not dealing with this science as a se-
condary concern like others did, being also a good
specialist in archaeozoology and very familiar with
the environmental studies. This could be also an
explanation why Dr. Dan Botezatu became a very
well trained specialist in these fields. He was able
to study both inhumed and cremated bodies. The
specialists from lasi, as a team, including Dan Bo-
tezatu did important anthropological analyses on
prehistoric necropoleis, like the large ones from
Cernica (Boian Culture — Neolithic), or Trusesti
(Noua Culture — Bronze Age), but also on smaller
ones, like those from Zimnicea | and Il (Bronze
Age). They also dealt with later cemeteries, from
the Geto-Dacian, Migrations or Medieval periods.
The recent anthropological inquiries, carried out
in different communities, for instance the Csango
population, should not be neglected as well.

The team from lasi tried and succeeded to make
longitudinal studies that could point out the man-
ner in which certain anthropological characters
could have evolved in time.

Besides this kind of studies, they did demo-
graphic, as well as paleopathological analyses.
We could say that the respective collective was not
only a very active team, but also a complete one,
which covered a large topic of research.

Dan Botezatu had no obligation to help me, yet,
he felt whenever | was in difficulty and told me
what to do, in order to make things right. He also
had a special relationship with Petru Cantemir, one
of his younger colleagues, in whom he trusted just

like in a brother. Both of them were very joyful and
always created a pleasant atmosphere. His col-
league died early, in 1998 at the age of 53 years
and this situation, cumulated with the death of his
son, changed everything for Dan Botezatu. He got
illand in 2012 he passed away, trying to find some
of his dear ones, in another world.

*

Such a personality, with very much commitment
for work, cannot be left aside just after this brief
presentation. Therefore, we should add here the
most important moments of his life, as well as part
of the literature he published. We should not forget
that he also published articles regarding the recent
populations, as well as paleofauna studies.

He was born in lasi on April 22", 1931, as the
second son of Aurelia and loan Botezatu.

He graduated in 1950, from the Boys High
School in Roman and afterwards, in 1954, the Uni-
versity “Alexandru loan Cuza” — Faculty of Natu-
ral Sciences. Beginning with 1955 he worked at
the Museum of Natural Sciences in lasi and since
1961 he became a junior researcher at the Branch
of the Romanian Academy lasi — Section of An-
thropological Studies.

In 1965 he was promoted as a 3™ degree re-
searcher, a very unjust position for his knowledge
and competence.

In April 1998 he sustained his doctoral thesis and
in 1999 he retired.
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Studii si cercetari de antropologie 1, 2, 1964, 137-155.

Olga Necrasov, D. Botezatu, Etude anthropologique des squelettes de Doina datant des XIII-XIV siécles,
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